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Advanced Placement United States History  

Summer Assignment Sheet  

2019 

 
The following assignment is required for completion before the first day of school, Tuesday, 

August 20. You will turn in the written portions of the assignment on the first day of school. These 

assignments will provide good background knowledge and also provide a strong grade upon which to 

build. (The museum exhibit is required; the other assignments are optional. It is in your best interest to 

do a number of these if at all possible.)  

 

If you have questions before May 28, you may e-mail me:  

annmarie.wright@jenksps.org 

 

 

I. Museum Visit (required) 
You are required to visit a museum this summer. You must choose a museum that has an exhibit 

dealing with some aspect of the nation's past. State history would also count as a part of our nation's 

past. Exhibits can depict aspects of political, economic, religious, social, intellectual, or artistic 

movements in United States history. As you visit, you need to sketch or take a photograph of 5 

artifacts. Artifacts can include photographs, pieces of art, jewelry, documents, clothing, etc. Make sure 

you ask permission from the museum staff before you take a picture, as some museums do not allow 

photographs. Along with your picture or sketch of the artifact, you need to:  

• Staple ticket/brochure to written paper (use the format provided in the attached handout)  

• For each artifact you need:  

o Write the title of each work or piece (it will be listed)  

o Write the artist’s name (if applicable)  

o Write the date of each (ex. 1848)  

o Briefly describe each work (Explain what is depicted)  

o Write one sentence for each work about what you believe the theme to be (the overall idea 

of the picture; what is the artist telling you through the picture? What was the purpose of 

the artifact?)  

• At the end of the paper, write a half page summary of your entire visit. Make sure you describe 

what you liked or didn't like about the exhibit. Also, explain what the exhibit tells us about that 

particular movement or period in American history.  

 

The museum can be in Tulsa, in Oklahoma, or outside the state. For ideas, check out tourism 

departments in Tulsa, from the state, or from surrounding states. You may also refer to the list of area 

museums and exhibits in this handout. You may visit more than one museum, and multiple exhibits in a 

museum, and turn in the write-ups at a later date. (See page 3 for some museum options.)  
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Area Museums  
Philbrook - 2727 S. Rockford Road (go down Peoria until about 27th St. and you should see a 

sign for the museum; you will go east from Peoria)  

- 749-7941 - www.philbrook.org  

- Free for students 17 and under;  $7 adults  

- Tuesday-Sunday 10-5; Thursday 10-8  

Gilcrease - 1400 North Gilcrease Museum Road – (take 75/Beeline to Sand Springs/Cimarron 

Turnpike turnoff (64 and 51), take the Gilcrease Road exit, go north to the museum)  

- 596-2700 - www.gilcrease.org  

- Free for students 18 and under; $8 adults  

- Tuesday-Sunday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.  

Tulsa Air and Space Museum - 3624 N. 74th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74115 (check website for 

directions)  

- 834-9900 or http://www.tulsaairandspacemuseum.org/  

- Adults $12 – Students with ID $10  

- Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. (closed Sundays & Mondays)  

Tulsa Historical Society Museum – 2445 S. Peoria (Woodward Park complex; old Travis 

Mansion)  

- 712-9484 or http://www.tulsahistory.org/visit/ 

- 10-4 Tuesday-Saturday 

- Free for students; $5 adults 

Holocaust Exhibit at the Sherwin Miller Museum – 2021 E. 71
st 

(just west of Lewis on 71
st 

St.)  

- 492-1818 or www.jewishmuseum.net  

- $6.50 Adults; $3.50 Students - Coupon at www.jewishmuseum.net  

- 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday; 1-5 Sunday  

Will Rogers Museum – Claremore (and Oolagah)  

- (918) 341-0719 or 1 (800) 324-9455or http://www.willrogers.com/ 

- Free for students 17 and under; $5 adults  

- 8-5 everyday  

War Memorial Park (U.S.S. Batfish) – Muskogee (check website for map/directions)  

- (918) 682-6294 or http://www.ussbatfish.com/ 

- $6 Adults (14-61) 

- Wednesday-Saturday 10-6; Sunday 1-6  

Woolaroc – 12 miles southwest of Bartlesville (about 45 minutes north of Tulsa—see website 

for map/directions)  

- (918) 336-0307 or toll free at 888-Woolaroc or www.woolaroc.org  

- $10 admission  

- 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday  

 

 

Oklahoma City also has a number of museums that would fulfill the requirement.  
 

**The above information may have changed. Please check websites or call the museums 

for updated information.**  
 

http://www.willrogers.com/
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The following are not required but are encouraged.  

 

These will help you deepen your understanding of certain time periods. You will receive credit for 

what you do, but will not be penalized if you choose not to do these optional assignments. 

 

II. History Nonfiction and/or Historical Fiction book (optional)  

An approved list and reading guidelines are on pages 5-6 of this packet.  From the booklist, you 

may read up to TWO books.  When we return for the Fall Semester, you will receive instructions on 

how to get credit for your efforts. {Please look on amazon or Good Reads for synopses of titles.} 

 

III. World War II Interview (optional) (See pages 7-8 of this packet for information).  

Interview someone (preferably a family member) who lived through WWII. They must have 

been old enough (at least ten years old) at the time to recall how the war affected them, their family, and 

their community. (The interviewee does not need to be a veteran nor have lived in the United States 

during WWII.) See attached pages for specific assignment. 

  
 

IV. Chautauqua (optional) You may attend what sessions you desire, take notes and write a 

summary and reflection: 

   

“From Pizarro to Picasso: Hispanic Legacy in America Today” 
   June 4 – 8, 2019 

Under a tent on the grounds of the Tulsa Historical Society & Museum 
 

EVENING PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE (7:00 PM):  

o Tuesday, 4 June – Francisco Pizarro portrayed by Hank Fincken 

o Wednesday, 5 June – Bartolome de las Casas portrayed by Paul Vickery 

o Thursday, 6 June – Elizabeth Catlett portrayed by Ilene Evans 

o Friday, 7 June – Ernest “Che” Guevara portrayed by Joey Madia 

o Saturday, 8 June – Pablo Picasso portrayed by Doug Mishler 

 

 

What is Chautauqua? The modern Chautauqua movement began in 1976 as a type of “tent revival” for 

the humanities, to evoke discussion about history.  Historical enactments include a monologue "in 

character" and an opportunity to pose questions to both the visiting luminary and the scholar/presenter.  
 

https://www.tulsahistory.org/events/chautauqua/#flexible-content 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tulsahistory.org/events/chautauqua/#flexible-content
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APUSH Nonfiction and Historical Fiction Approved Summer Reading List 
 

LIMIT of TWO (2) TOTAL: 1 fiction; 1 nonfiction (or 2 nonfiction) – must be different authors 

 

Historical Fiction 
Follow the River by James Alexander Thom 

The Kitchen House by Kathleen Grissom 

The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe 

The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara 

 

Non-Fiction 
1491: New Revelations of the Americas Before Columbus by Charles C. Mann 

The First American: The Life and Times of Benjamin Franklin by H.W. Brands 

The British are Coming by Rick Atkinson 

John Marshall: Definer of a Nation by Jean Edward Smith 

American Lion: Andrew Jackson in the White House by Jon Meacham 

The Indifferent Stars Above: The Harrowing Saga of a Donner Party Bride by Daniel James Brown 

Twelve Years a Slave by Solomon Northup 

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by Frederick Douglass  

The Age of Gold: The California Gold Rush and the New American Dream by H.W. Brands 

Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era by James M. McPherson 

Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln by Doris Kearns Goodwin 

Up From Slavery by Booker T. Washington 

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee: An Indian History of the American West by Dee Brown 

Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution 1863-1877 by Eric Foner 

Destiny of the Republic: A Tale of Madness, Medicine, and the Murder of a President by Candice Millard 

The Souls of Black Folk by W.E.B. DuBois 

City of the Century: The Epic of Chicago and the Making of America by Donald L. Miller 

 

The following authors have multiple nonfiction works from which to choose: 

David McCullough: 
1776 

John Adams 

The Pioneers: The Heroic Story of the Settlers Who Brought the American Ideal West  

Brave Companions 

The Greater Journey: Americans in Paris 

 

Ron Chernow: 
Alexander Hamilton  

Washington: A Life  

Grant 

Titan: The Life of John D. Rockefeller 

The House of Morgan: An American Banking Dynasty and the Rise of Modern Finance 

 

Joseph J. Ellis 
His Excellency: George Washington  

The Founding Brothers 

The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second American Revolution, 1783-1789 

American Sphinx: The Character of Thomas Jefferson 

First Family: Abigail and John Adams 
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Stephen Ambrose: 
Undaunted Courage: The Pioneering First Mission to Explore America’s Wild Frontier 

Nothing Like it in the World: The Building of the Transcontinental Railroad  

 

 

 

 

 

Historical Nonfiction and Historical Fiction Reading Guidelines 

LIMIT of TWO (2) TOTAL: 1 fiction; 1 nonfiction (or 2 nonfiction) – must be different authors 

Consider the following as you read your book(s): 

 Flag interesting passages or points 

o You don’t need to annotate but may if it helps you process what you are reading 

 Consider as you read: 

o Nonfiction – event’s/person’s historical significance 

o Fiction – historical accuracy 

 After you have read the book, go back and look at your flagged passages 

o Choose 8-10 passages/quotes that reflect the following: 

 Summarizes or encapsulates the significance of the event/person in history 

 Provides insight into how this event/person fits into the big picture of history 

 Represents something you learned that surprised you and gave a different view of 

the event/person 

 Exemplifies author’s bias/agenda. Why is the author telling this story?  

 Represents where/when in history the author chose to start and stop their narrative  

 Connects the event/person to current U.S./world events 

 Represents each narrative (if there are multiple) 

 At the beginning of school, I will provide instructions for the book review and/or discussion.   
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World War II Interview 
(Optional)  

 

Five page minimum; typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman font, 12 pitch, 1-inch margins.  

Paragraph form (not interview style) told either from first person perspective or third person. You must 

include answers to every question.  Remember to include the appropriate MLA header (including page 

headers).  

 

Interview someone (preferably a family member) who lived through WWII. They must have been old 

enough then to recall how the war affected them, their family, and their community.  

 

 

Include the following in your report:  

1. Identify your interview subject by name and explain his/her relation to you.  

2. How old was he/she during the war?  

3. Where did he/she live? (place name and city, rural, house, apt., etc.)  

4. How did the family make a living? What were living conditions like for the family?  

5. Did the family have to move or relocate because of the war? Where?  

6. What were prices for goods and services then?  

7. Was the family affected by rationing? How? What does he/she remember wanting the most, but 

not receiving because of the war?  

8. How did the war affect his/her opportunity to finish high school? College?  

9. How did he/she feel about the U.S. entrance into war?  

10. Where was he/she when first hearing that Pearl Harbor had been attacked?  

11. Did he/she remembering hearing about Doolittle’s Raid? What was the reaction in America?  

12. Did he/she serve in the military during the war? (soldier, nurse, WAC, etc.) Where did he/she 

serve and what was the position and duties? Does he/she have any particular memories of the 

service? Did he participate in any of the major battles? Captured or a P.O.W.?  

13. If he/she did not serve in the military, how did he/she support the war effort? War bonds, scrap 

metal drives, Red Cross, victory gardens, USO, canteens, etc.?  

14. How did he/she receive news about the war? (i.e. radio, newsreels, etc.; Ernie Pyle columns?)  

15. Did he/she ever hear an Edward R. Murrow live account of the bombing of London during the 

Battle of Britain? What made it memorable?  

16. Was he/she aware of the persecution of the Jewish people before the war? The Holocaust during 

the war?  

17. Did he/she lose any loved ones in the war? How did that affect his/her life?  

18. Does he/she have any recollection of the Japanese-American internment camps in the U.S.? How 

did he/she feel about these people being interned during the war?  

19. Does he/she have any recollection of the German P.O.W. camps in the U.S.?  

20. How did he/she perceive the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki? What is his/her 

opinion today?  

21. Does he/she remember V-E Day or V-J Day?  

22. How were the women in the family affected by the war? Did it change their jobs, perspectives, 

etc.?  

23. How did the war affect the family: 

a. economically  

b. physically  

c. emotionally  
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d. spiritually  

e. psychologically  

24. What did he/she do after the war? Career, family, education, etc.  

25. Include any other information offered during the interview. Personal memories and stories 

should be included.  

 

Successful interviewing techniques:  
1. Make an appointment - the interview will probably last about an hour and a half.  

2. Videotaping or tape-recording the interview will make your task considerably easier and help you 

to concentrate on your subject and formulate follow-up questions.  

- Test the recorder before the interview to make sure it is working properly.  

3. Try to ask open-ended questions that require more than one-word answers. It is better to ask the 

interviewee's impressions of FDR than "Did you like FDR?"  

4. Never interrupt an answer. Meanderings are difficult to stop without hurting feelings. More 

importantly, the interviewee often has a purpose in pursuing the byway and may give you a great 

story!  

5. If a statement seems unclear to you, repeat it in your own words, and ask if that is what the 

interviewee meant.  

6. Do not respond to interviewee's questions about your opinions on a subject being discussed. This 

is his/her interview, not yours.  

7. Attempt to ask good follow-up questions regardless of whether the question is on your list of 

suggested questions or not. This is the key to a successful interview but takes careful 

concentration on your part.  

8. Watch for signs that the interviewee needs a break.  

9. Do not be frightened by silence. When you have finished asking questions, ask the interviewee if 

there is anything he/she would like to add to the interview.  

10. Before you leave the interview, be sure to clarify the spelling of names and places with which 

you are unfamiliar.  

 

Other possible interviewees (if you do not have a family member who fits the criteria):  

 Parents’ coworkers (or their family members)  

 Church or community organizations  

 Veterans’ organizations (VFW)  

 Retirement and/or nursing homes  

 

 


